
Endless Night 

By: Agatha Christie 

 

About the Book: Endless Night 1967 follows Michael Rogers, a charming but poor drifter who falls in love with a wealthy 

heiress, Ellie Guteman, after they meet at the cursed property known as Gipsy’s Acre. They marry, build their dream 

home, and seem happy until Ellie suddenly dies in what appears to be a riding accident. Suspicions grow and evidence 

pile on, on what really happened to Ellie leading to descended madness. 

About the author: Agatha Christie (1890–1976) was an English writer widely regarded as one of the greatest mystery 
novelists of all time. She wrote 66 detective novels and created famous characters such as Hercule Poirot and Miss 
Marple, with works including Murder on the Orient Express and also And Then There Were None. Her books have sold 
over two billion copies worldwide, making her one of the best-selling authors in history. Endless Night is a 1967 Agatha 
Christie novel and was one of her personal favorites. 

 

Characters: 

• Michael Rogers: ‘Mike’ a 'rolling stone', who shifts from job to job. Married to Ellie 

• Fenella Rogers (maiden name Guteman): often called Ellie, she is a sweet heiress with a head for 

business. Married to Mike. 

• Greta Andersen: Ellie's Scandinavian, blonde companion who manages and organizes her life. Mistress to 

Mike.  

• Claudia Hardcastle: a young woman in the village who shares Ellie's passion for horse-riding. 

• Cora Van Stuyvesant: Ellie's stepmother. Friends with Claudia Hardcastle.  

• Andrew Lippincott: Ellie's guardian, trustee and advisor, a Bostonian, who disapproves of Greta's influence 

over Ellie. 

• Esther Lee: the village fortune teller. 

• Stanford Lloyd: Claudia Hardcastle's former husband and one of Ellie's trustees. 

• Frank Barton: the husband of Ellie's aunt, a man who borrows but doesn't return. 

• Rudolf Santonix: a perfectionist architect who 'looks through you' and 'sees right through the other side'.  

Sick throughout the book.  

• Major Phillpot: Villager who befriends Michael. Knows the ins and outs of the village, the estate and the 

people 

• Mrs. Rogers: Michael's mother. 

Questions: 

• How does Michael Rogers present himself at the beginning of the novel, and how does your opinion of 

him change by the end?  

• What clues does Agatha Christie provide about Michael's true character before the final revelation?  

• How does the theme of greed influence the actions of the main characters?  

• What role does the "curse" of Gipsy's Acre play in the story? Is it supernatural or a tool of manipulation?  

• Why do you think Ellie falls in love with Michael despite the warnings from her family and advisors?  

• How does Agatha Christie use the first-person narration to mislead readers?  

• What is the significance of Rudolf Santonix's statement that Michael "should have gone the other way"?  

• Do you think Michael ever genuinely loved Ellie? Why or why not?  

• How do Greta and Michael's actions reflect themes of deception and ambition?  

• How does the ending change your understanding of earlier events in the novel?  

• What makes Endless Night different from Agatha Christie's traditional detective novels?  

• Do you find Michael a believable villain? Why or why not? 

• Is Michael Rogers a villain from the beginning, or does he become one through his choices?  

• How does Michael's relationship with his mother help readers understand his character?  

• What qualities make Ellie a sympathetic character?  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horse-riding
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston


• How much responsibility does Greta bear compared to Michael for the crimes they commit?  

• Why is Greta able to manipulate Ellie so effectively?  

• What role does Rudolf Santonix play in the novel? Is he simply an observer, or something more to the 

story?  

• Which character, if any, saw through Michael's façade before the end?  

• How does Agatha Christie's portrayal of Michael challenge stereotypes about criminals and murderers?  

• What motivates Michael more: love, greed, ambition, resentment or something else?  

• How might the story have been different if Ellie had listened to the concerns of her family and advisors?  

• How does the relationship between Michael and Ellie reflect differences in class and wealth?  

• To what extent are the characters driven by fate versus free will?  

• How does Agatha Christie use trust and betrayal throughout the novel?  

• Are there any characters who serve as foils (contrasts) to Michael? How?  

• How does the idea of the "dream house" symbolize Michael's desires and ambitions?  

• How is Michael Rogers different from Agatha Christie's more traditional protagonists like Hercule 

Poirot? 

• How does Endless Night differ from a typical Agatha Christie mystery in structure and tone?  

• Why do you think Agatha Christie chose to tell this story from the murderer's perspective?  

• Compare Michael Rogers to other Agatha Christie villains. Is he more disturbing because readers 

spend so much time in his mind?  

• How does the ending of Endless Night compare to the endings of Agatha Christie's detective novels?  

• What elements of Endless Night feel more psychological than detective-oriented? 

• Why do many critics consider Endless Night one of Christie's darkest novels?  

• How does Christie use misdirection differently here? Think of the ‘red herring’ 

• In what ways does Endless Night demonstrate Agatha Christie's growth as a writer? 

• What does Endless Night reveal about Christie's interest in psychology and human nature?   

• Do you think Endless Night is more a tragedy than a mystery? Why or why not? 
Book Recommendations: 

1. How to Solve your Own Murder By: Kristen Perrin 
After a fortune teller in 1965 predicts her murder, Frances Adams spends her life searching for her best friend 
who disappeared at a county fair until she actually is murdered 60 years later, leaving her grand-niece Annie to 
solve both crimes. 

2. Death Under a Little Sky By: Stig Abell 
When Jake Jackson inherits his reclusive uncle’s property in the country, the detective seizes the opportunity for a 
new life away from the hustle of London. The new home in this charming rural idyll is beautiful and the 
surroundings are stunning. While the locals are a bit eccentric, they’re also friendly and invite the newcomer to 
join their annual treasure hunt. When a young woman’s bones are discovered, Jake finds himself pulled back into 
the role of detective, and on the trail of a dangerous killer hiding within this most unlikely of settings. 

3. An Unthinkable Thing By: Nicole Lundrigan 
A tragedy brings a young boy into the home of a "perfect" family--one whose dark secrets begin closing in, until a 
horrifying moment changes everything. 

4. The Death of Mrs. Westaway By: Ruth Ware 
Harriet Westaway--better known as Hal--makes ends meet as a tarot reader, but she doesn't believe in the power 

of her trade. On a day that begins like any other, she receives a mysterious and unexpected letter bequeathing 

her a substantial inheritance. She realizes quickly that the letter was sent to the wrong person--but she also 

knows that she can use her cold-reading skills to potentially claim the money. Hal attends the funeral of the 

deceased and meets the family... but it dawns on her that there is something very, very wrong about this strange 

situation and the inheritance at the center of it. 


